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The Funeral Service for Donald McLay on March the Ist 2000 


The Early Days 

Donald McLay was born on July 14th 1970. July the Fourteenth, Bastille Day, 
it was a date he was proud of, with its dramatic political meaning. He was born in the 
Rotten Row, the Royal Maternity Hospital, in the early hours of the day, to be 
followed. swiftly by his twin brother David. They were the sons of Farquhar and 
Cathie McLay. Donald was born, and the 8 minutes later, David. They were large 
babies, each over 6 lbs, and they had the beginmings of their red hair. Farquhar 
composed the boys’ names: Donald Farquhar Muit McLay, and David John Hamilton 
MecLay. At that time Donald and Cathie lived in Possilpark with Farquhar's mother 
Mrs McLay, at 7 Inverurie Street, in one of her rooms. As the boys came through 
their first year they began to need more space. So Farquhar and Cathie moved to the 
South Side of the city, to a room and Kitchen at number 39 Deanston Drive. 

Schooldays: A Character Emerges 

Donald and David started school at Langside Primary, and they were always in 
the same class at Primary. Farquhar and Cathie had a stall at the Barras, and the boys 
would sometimes go there with them, sitting on the stall or under the stall, But they 
used to find that quite boring so they didn't do it every week. Donald was more 
interested in intellectual pursuits than in sport and games, and from a very early age he 
was intellectually involved but not always in the most practical of ways: he could do 
maths, for example before he could tie his shoelaces. 

In 1977 Cathie and Farquhar moved house again, to the house beside Queen's 
Park, at 6 Balvicar Drive. And the Park played an important part in the life of Donald 
and David as they grew up. When he was only 2 Donald had fallen into the boating 
pond! but it was always a place to go and a place of beauty in all the seasons of the 
year, And there were always family pets, and they would go for walks there with their 
dog Carly. Donald had pet guinea-pigs, too; and there was also a beloved cat. On 
account of the cat having on its face a perfect triangle of black, Donald christened it 
‘Pythagoras’, and it was always known as ‘Py’. 

The boys eventually moved over to Shawlands Primary School, in preparation 
for going on to Shawlands Academy. Donald developed his scientific and technical 
interests. At Christmas, while David's interests were developing more in the literary 
field and he liked books, Donald wanted science sets, electrical sets, a computer. 
From his point of view many things that everybody eise just accepted made no sense to 
him. He had a very high sense of honesty: he'd never lie, for instance, simply couldn't 
believe it would be worth it. And, again at Christmas, he couldn't see the point of 
waiting for Christmas Day for presents. ‘This is torture,’ he said. And insisted on 
being given his presents early, though finally settling for just one. 

Farquhar taught Donald chess, and he took to it at once. And in no time the 
pupil had outstripped the master, and Donald did well in Chess competitions in 
Glasgow. The boys moved on to Shawlands Academy. They'd get the bus up to 
school and walk back through the Park. At Shawlands Academy Donald excelled in 
his work. He loved working at his books, and he won prizes along the way for various 
academic achievements. He was one of those rare people who like exams: for he had 
always done the work. At the end of his years at Shawlands Academy he was joint 
Dux of the school. He and his great friend Raheel Said were Joint Dux Medallists that 
year, and Donald received his Medal at a ceremony on a memorable summer's evening. 

An Original Intellect 


Still only 17, Donald set out into his course at Glasgow University, and in. his 
studies in physics maths and chemistry he was top of his Year. But in his second year 
he began to experience difficulties with his health. With recurring bouts of illness he 
eventually found it necessary to withdraw from the course. But he still had his 
interests: music, astronomy, photography and chess, and be became very competent in 
computing. And in the course of time he decided to take a new direction. He went to 
Langside College to qualify himself to enter for a degree in computing science. And 
when he was 24 he set out into the B.Sc. course in Computing Science at the 
University of Leeds. 

In his time there his academic achievements continued. In all his courses he 
attained marks which pointed towards him receiving a First Class Honours degree. 
But his illness intervened to the point where the University suggested that his health 
might no be up to taking the exams, and the offered him an Aegrotat degree without 
the exams on grounds of his health. And among the friends he made there was Ativ 
Bashir. And Ativ's words have meant a great deal to us here. Donald continued to 
have his life's interests. With his friend Derek Banks and his family he twice visited 
Bali for holidays, and he greatly enjoyed his carefree times there. At the shop, his 
mother Cathie's shop The Saratoga Trunk he liked meeting people and he and Cathie 
would have a game of Badminton in the Warehouse. He communicated with people 
through the Iternet. He played chess with people all over the world by means of the 
Net. And by the Net he made a great friend Susanne Oliver. Suzanne lives in Cape 
Cad, and twice Donald went to visit her there She was an important part of his life. 
Since receiving his degree from Leeds Donald had been preparing to do a Research 
Degree in computing. For he had a creative mind, and he came up with ideas for new 
computer programmes, writing them on.his computer. But he found obstacles in the 
way of him making progress. 

Hardships Undeserved 

L tum now to words of his father, Farquhar. For surely no-one has understood 
better than Farquhar the depth of the problem that now presented itself to Donald. 

Farquhar writes: Once he'd obtained his degree he was surprised to find that 
he had difficulties with prospective employers, For he refused to lie about the 
psychiatric problems he kad had in the past. He did not feel there was anything in 
his background worth lying about. He'd done nothing wrong, nothing to be 
ashamed of. 

But as time went on and he could find no opening, he grew discouraged. It 
seemed that after all the kard work there was to be no reward. His talents were 
being ignored and trampled on. With this realisation the illness reasserted itself 
and he sank into depression, He had a horror of the drugs that were prescribed. 
He feared that intellectual impairment was to be the price he'd have to pay to 
contain the illness. And all the things he enjoyed and made life meaningful for 
him belonged to the intellect. Although his judgement was certainly clouded at the 
end it is kely that he did not think it was a good bargain. 

In these words are expressed the compassion of a family for a son and a 
brother. For Donald was cherished though these recent months as he had always been. 
But little by little he became more isolated. And in spite of the best efforts and the best 
hopes of those who have loved him, Donald's dear life among them is now completed. 


‘am making new heavens and a new earth...... 
- Isaiah 65, 17 
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Health Department 
Directorate of Strategy and Performance 
Management 


Mr Donald McLay 
6 Balvicar Street 
Queenspark 
GLASGOW 

G42 8Q5S 


Dear Mr McLay 


been asked to reply. 


I have made enquiries at Greater Glasgow Primary Care NHS 
Complaints Manager, Ms Sheridan, wrate to you on 10 


February giving you details 0 


NHS Management Executive 
St Andrew's House 

Regent Road 

Edinburgh EH1 3DG 


Telephone: 0131-244 2397 
Fax: 0131-244 2051 
June.glackin@scatland wgov.uk 


Your ref: 
Our ref YZD/6/13 


Date: 11 February, 2000 


Trust who advised me that the 
fhow to access 


your records, and who to contact if you have any difficulty in completing the forms. 


‘Alternatively, if you wish independent advice you © 
Greater Glasgow Health Council. One function o 
patients and their families in raising concerns with the 


Street, Glasgow, GS OYZ (Tele: 0141 429 7698). 
Thope you find this helpful. 


Yours sincerely 


Fn Ef ake . 


June Glackin 
Performance Management Division 


an discuss your case in 
f this independent organisation is to 
NHS. They can be contacted at 44 Florence 


Thank you for your letter of 29 January to Ms Deacon abaut access to your medical records. I have 


strict confidence with 
support 


THE DATA 
PROTECTION REGISTRAR soon 
' _ 
* 


Wilmslow 


Using the law to protect your information Cheshire SK9 SAF 
C5G/Acknowledgement 


DONALD MCLAY 

6 BALVICAR DRIVE 
QUEENSPARK 
GLASGOW 

G42 8QS 


73S 1999 


Thank you for your communication of} Ge . be - cam) ay which is receiving our 


attention. 


Iv IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU QUOTE THE FOLLOWING REFERENCE NUMBER IN ALL FUTURE 
CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING THIS MATTER: 


Bbolsq (ol IAC 


The Office of the Data Protection Registrar 


information Line: 01625 545745 To Register: 01625 545740 
Switchbeard: 01625 545 700 Fax: 07625 52451 C0] 
DX: 20819 Wilmslow e-mail: data@wycliffe demon.co,1k 
Home Page: bitp,/fwuusopen.gov- uk/dpr/dprbantesbim 
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